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Satavari roots are used mainly as galactagogue which
stimulates the secretion of breast milk. It is considered

both as a general tonic and a female reproductive tonic.
In veterinary medicine, it is chiefly used as a demulcent.
Due to its multiple uses, the demand for Asparagus
racemosus is constantly on the rise. Because of
destructive harvesting, combined with habitat destruction
and deforestation the plant is now considered
‘endangered’ in its natural habitat and the availability of
those species is reduced. Considering this and increasing
demand this species may come under cultivation (Goyal
et al., 2003). For cultivation, it is important to find out
proper stage of harvesting to get maximum dry root yield.
Therefore, present study was intented as an effort in this
direction.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
The experiment was planned to study the effect of

harvesting stages on growth and yield of satavari from

Kharif-2006 to Kharif-2009 at Centre of Excellence on
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Project, Anand Agricultural
University, Anand (Gujarat) using Randomized Block
Design (RBD) with four replications. Observations were
taken after every consecutive three month, starting from
the age of 18 to 36 month of planting served as treatments.
Observations like plant height (cm), number of shoots per
hill, number of fasciculate roots/ plant were taken on
randomly selected five plants while length of fasciculate
roots (cm), girth of fasciculate roots (cm), fresh weight
of fasciculate roots (kg/ha) and dry weight of fasciculate
roots (deskined) (kg/ha) was taken on the same selected
five plant’s roots (five roots). Recommended dose of
fertilizers was applied.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The experiment was conducted to find out the proper

harvesting stages to get high dry fasciculate root yield of
satavari. The seedling was prepared by sowing seeds in
polythene bag and watering was done as per requirement.
Transplanting was done after 45 days of sowing. All the
recommended agronomical practices were followed. The
roots come to maturity in about 12-14 months after planting
depending upon the soil and climatic conditions.

A perusal of data manifested in Table 1 showed that
the plant height, number of shoots per hill, number of
fasciculate roots/ plant, length of fasciculate roots, girth
of fasciculate roots, fresh weight of fasciculate roots and
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SUMMARY
Satavari is an indigenous medicinal plant used in Siddha and Homoeopathy medicines. Due to its multiple uses, the demand for
Asparagus racemosus is constantly on the rise. The field experiment was conducted at Centre of Excellence on Medicinal and
Aromatic Plants Project, Anand Agricultural University, Anand (Gujarat) using Randomized Block Design (RBD) with four
replications. The fasiculated root yield which is the economic part of the plant was the highest at 24 months of growth both in
fresh and dry weights. Further, it was recommended that the planting should be done in the month of September and thereby
harvesting at 24 months of planting i.e. in the month of August. After the age of 24 months of planting the roots degenerates
and thus it shows decreasing growth trend for all the growth parameters.
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